they found themselves driven to take notice
because youthful emperors found novels pleasant
to read. Then these poor scholars were hard
put to it. But they discovered the phrase
" social significance," and they wrote long
literary treatises to prove that a novel was not
a novel but a document of social significance.
Social significance is a term recently discovered
by the most modern of literary young men and
women in the United States, but the old
scholars of China knew it a thousand years ago,
when they, too, demanded that the novel should
have social significance, if it were to be re-
cognized as an art.

But for the most part the old Chinese scholar
reasoned thus about the novel:

Literature is art.
All art has social significance.
This book has no social significance.
Therefore it is not literature.

And so the novel in China was not literature.
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